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Alternative Field Experience  
Teach in France: ÉCOLE SUPÉRIEURE DU PROFESSORAT ET DE L’ÉDUCATION 
 
L’ESPE a été créé le 1er septembre 2013 dans le cadre de la loi d’orientation et de programmation pour la refondation de 

l’école de la République, après accréditation conjointe du ministère de l’éducation national et du ministère de 

l’enseignement supérieur et de la recherché. Cette nouvelle structure pilote au sein des universités la formation des 

étudiants se destinant aux métiers de l’enseignement et de l’encadrement éducatif en milieu scolaire et extrascolaire.  

 

Teacher candidates specializing in French or completing a teachable in French are invited to 

apply.  

 

A placement with L’ESPE will provide the opportunity to teach in English, observe international language 

acquisition teaching approaches, and assist in classrooms. Teacher candidates will be able to collaborate with 

educators on strategies used in Ontario, teach lessons on Canada, and to practice their second language skills 

by living in a French setting.   

 

L’ESPE will:  

 

 Make arrangements for accommodations 

 Pair candidates with mentor teachers who 

are trained to host preservice teachers 

 Establish placements primarily in 

elementary schools to offer more teaching 

opportunities 

 

 

 

Teacher Candidates are expected to: 

 Cover expenses for transportation to/from 

L’ESPE and cover host allowance 

(approximately $300-$400 CAD in previous 

years) 

 Submit their teacher candidate profile and 

host application 

 Participate in pre-departure 

communications on a regular basis with 

host coordinators  

 
 
The France Exchange may have space for up to 8-10 Teacher Candidates, based on the 
availability of host schools.  
 
What did last year’s participants have to say? 
“Having the opportunity to live with a French family and to work with French students and teachers has provided me 
with an incredible opportunity to continue practicing and improving my French. After my time here, I have more 
confidence in my abilities to communicate in my second language. I made use of every opportunity to partake in French 
culture and activities where I would be challenged to use as much of my knowledge of the French language as possible.” 
 
“I had the opportunity to co-teach several lessons based on Canadian culture in French, such as Canadian symbols and a 
typical day at school in Canada, to the youngest age group of students (CP) and the oldest age group (11 years old, 
CM2).” 
 
“ At my school in France, I co-taught with another Western student. Our lessons were about Canada, clothing, animals 
and Canadian schools. Furthermore, I and the other Western student went on multiple field trips with different classes. 
We help students cross the busy roads and made sure everyone was still together. We went to the Italian theater, the 
pool, and the green houses of the city.” 
 
“This experience has permitted me to improve my confidence in speaking French. Being surrounded by locals every day 
was helpful in comprehending new dialects and expressions. I thoroughly loved being able to hear and speak French 
everyday- being immersed in a language is the best way to learn! The students were very patient and kind and were 
very engaged in learning about Canada and different cultures.” 

https://www.univ-orleans.fr/espe

