
 
 

Alternative Field Experience 

French Immersion School, Trois-Pistoles 
 

A unique practicum experience combining teaching in a French-language classroom at either primary 

or secondary schools and volunteer work in the community.  This program, offered year-round, is an 

experiential learning practicum in French language teaching. 

 

A placement with the French Immersion School in Trois-Pistoles, Quebec provides Teacher Candidates 

with opportunities to continue developing second-language proficiency, enhance approaches to 

teaching in second language classrooms, and expand professional development overall. Teacher 

Candidates will gain confidence using French with their students through classroom placements and 

community volunteering. This is a fantastic opportunity to grow your language skills and gain 

experience in an authentic French-speaking community setting!  

 

The French Immersion School provides Teacher Candidates with: 

- host family arrangements  

- a mix of in-class and community-based experiential learning activities 

- cultural and extracurricular activities are scheduled in the evenings 

 

Teacher Candidates are expected to: 

- submit an AFE Proposal and resume  

- register through the Continuing Studies Registration Portal 

- pay program cost; deposit due upon registration 

- arrange transportation to/from Trois-Pistoles, QC (transportation is not included) 

- commit to using French for communication throughout the placement 

 
The French Immersion School can welcome between 5 and 25 Teacher Candidates! 
 
*teacher candidates outside of the French Specialty are eligible, as long as they are proficient in French 
 
Fall: 3 Weeks (November 26 – December 14, 2018) Program Cost: $1475 

Spring: 4 weeks (April 1 – 26, 2019) Program Cost: $1875 

 

Note on Timing:  

Arrival by car/bus on the Sunday evening or by train at 1:52 AM on the Monday 

Placements typically begin Monday afternoon or Tuesday morning and run until Friday 

Departure by car/bus on the Saturday morning or by train at 3:04 AM 

 



 
Trois-Pistoles Bursary: 

The French Immersion School generously funds a bursary specifically for full-time Bachelor of 

Education teacher candidates completing the Trois-Pistoles AFE. The number and value of bursaries 

will vary. 

 

Applications are due October 31, 2018 (Term 1) and February 28, 2019 (Term 2): 

 Apply online through Western’s Financial Assistance Profile Application (via the Student Center) 

 Financial need is determined by the Office of the Register 

 Applicants must present a BEd course average of at least 80% (calculated at time of 

application) plus a strong AFE Proposal 

 

Sample Itinerary:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

frenchimmersion.uwo.ca/teachers 

Comments from previous participants in the French Immersion AFE: 

“I realized that the only way my French would improve is if I actually spoke it and made mistakes. I was 

fortunate enough to be surrounded by supportive people so I would be comfortable with speaking. I 

improved so much in just a month.” 

 

“I was able to deliver a couple mini lessons in French to my grade 4 French First Language class… I 

also saw what it was like for French students to have English as a second language and I found this 

very interesting.” 


