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Western University 
Teacher-Candidate Alternative Field Experience Site - 2019 
 
Organization Description: ReForest London is a non-profit organization 

dedicated to partnering with our community to enhance environmental and human health in the Forest City, 

through the benefits of trees. Our goals are: 

 Empowerment: Empower community groups, businesses, and individuals to plant and care for trees. 

 Ecosystem Health: Improve London’s environmental health through planting trees and shrubs in 

natural areas, parks, yards and along streets. 

 Education: Educate Londoners about the importance of trees and how to plant and care for them. 

Since 2005, ReForest London has planted over 60,000 native trees and shrubs in more than 300 projects 

throughout London. We rely on strong community and governmental partnerships and the support of over 

33,000 volunteers to support our efforts to keep the “forest” in the Forest City. Today, we are one of London’s 

largest environmental not-for-profits, and deliver a number of programs to engage different sectors of the 

community in the planting and care of trees and the environment. We work to get more trees planted in 

schoolyards, parks, residential yards, businesses, and institutions.  

Summary of role: We are seeking a teacher candidate to assist with the general delivery of our elementary 

school program, “Seeds to Forest”. This program works with students in grades 4, 5 and 6 in schools all across 

London and Middlesex, and aims to foster a deeper connection with trees and nature. Participating classes 

work with our staff to complete 4 interconnected modules related to trees: 

1. Growing Seedlings in the Classroom (January/February through May) 

2. Site Planning Workshop (March / April) 

3. Schoolyard Tree Planting Event (April – Early June) 

4. Tree Hike in a Local Mature Forest (May – June) 

 

Expected duties to be completed in Spring 2019 may include: 

1. Assisting at and leading workshops for Module 2 (Site Planning Workshop) with participating schools: 

This is a busy time for our organization, so you will assist with these workshops, and once you feel confident, 

you may lead workshops. This will support your outdoor education and environmental education experience.  

 Introduce the concept of site planning and tree species selection, through conducting a basic soil test 

with students, assessing the amount of sun the area receives, walking around the schoolyard (often in 

poor weather in March/April!) to identify plantable space, and talking about what they want their 

schoolyard to look and feel like. Lead students in a mapping exercise where they can mark on a site 

plan of their schoolyard where trees would be beneficial and best suited. If time permits, have kids 

present their ideas to their classmates or principal, for which species to plant. 
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 Communicate with teachers beforehand what will happen, and what follow-up to expect. 

 

 

2. Assisting at schoolyard tree planting events (Module 3) 

Planting days are always a lot of fun! You will assist with all aspects of the planting event, including:  

 Loading and unloading trees and equipment, and setting up 

 Helping to lead planting and safety demonstrations to students 

 Helping students plant trees and apply mulch 

 Installing stakes 

 Leading students in a “Tree Guardian” exercise where you will discuss stewardship 

 Documenting the day with photos and gathering quotes 

 

3. Identifying ways to support inclusion of students with special needs where possible, for all modules: 

This is a real area of need for our organization. We are often working at maximum capacity and don’t have a 

lot of opportunities to pre-plan how best to integrate and include students with special needs. Using your 

experience and research, you will help us to identify ways to support any students with special needs in all 

modules (ie. Identify if students with physical disabilities require support with participating in the plantings or 

hike; communicate with teachers how best to support students with developmental disabilities, etc.) 

 

4. Curriculum development and enhancement of all lesson plans 

We value any constructive feedback on how to deliver a great program! We’ve identified some curriculum 

connections for grades 4-6, and the feedback we have received from teachers shows that they would love 

MORE! So you will help us to design some activities and worksheets that support the theme (trees), in various 

subject areas for these grades. We value any identification of specific curriculum connections for the 4 

modules, and the other learning resources on our website.  

 

You will also help us to develop new activities for other grades, as well as general tree activities and 

worksheets that we will use at our community booths and events. You will have a lot of freedom in how to do 

this.  

5. Participating in other RFL events or activities as requested and as time permits 

o Park naturalizations (beginning mid to late April) 

o Community booth events 

o Review and update resources on our website 

o Support with web stories and photographing our events, as appropriate 

o Helping us to communicate our successes to our funders and community partners 

o Other tasks as requested 
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Days of Work:  Although most of your work will take place on weekdays between 9-4, there will be the 

occasional opportunity to participate in another ReForest London event (such as a community booth on a 

Saturday). If you are interested and able to participate in these events, you will take time off in lieu on a 

weekday. On our tree planting days, you should expect to start (and finish) early.  

 

Physical requirements:  You will be expected to lift trees and equipment, so the ability to lift 50lbs is required.  

Tree delivery days and planting days are fun but physically demanding. Please keep this in mind when 

considering applying here. 

 

Other requirements: You will need warm and rainproof clothing that you don’t mind getting muddy! Safety 

boots are ideal, but you can also use hiking boots or similar. We will provide you with a ReForest London shirt 

and hat and work gloves.  

 

Our culture: We are a small but passionate team of staff and we punch above our weight. Our office is located 

next to beautiful Westminster Ponds Environmentally Significant Area. We benefit from and encourage 

lunchtime walks in the forest. We value a good sense of humour and we play a mean pot-luck game.  

 

What we hope you’ll gain out of an experience with us: We hope that you’ll come away with some learnings 

about working with community partners and non-profit organizations, curriculum development, ideas for 

integrating environmental education, and inspiration to keep planting trees and being out in nature with your 

students in the future!  

 

Office Location:  944 Western Counties Rd, London, Ontario.  Google map link is here.  

We are located in Southwest London, near Wellington and Commissioners. Public transit is available nearby, 

but access to a car is strongly preferred so that you can visit schools on your own to help deliver our program.  

Your mileage will be compensated if you have to drive to a school.  

 

To apply: Please forward a statement of intent and a CV or resume, outlining your experience and your 

interest in the position, to schools@reforestlondon.ca. Strong preference will be given to individuals who have 

some knowledge of native trees and ecology, but even if you don’t have that background, please let us know 

what you bring to the table. A good teacher can of course learn how to deliver the content!  

 

For information on our program please visit reforestlondon.ca/seeds-to-forest 

Any questions? Please email Brianne Curry, School Program Coordinator at schools@reforestlondon.ca 

https://goo.gl/maps/hiSGuLt5Ykk
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